doohocketochorhlorkecteotootectetertchtachotoctetectctooty = 


A N 


* . 8 Aa * 


0 N T f * 

Scripture Aecoont Baptiſm, & C. 
: IN A 
Discourst on Mark Xvi, 16. 

Op pap pe dd 


| Price S1xPENCE, } 


* : A . 
F * * _ «+ 7 10%. Ap n — " We * 8 
E 5 x A 2 9 jn ͤ are 
. "1%: y . ? a 2 _ e 3232 RT + 7 4 1 
a 4 5 : \ . — 1 * —— —- n r oo — 
2 : RIS AAS n 1 e 3 — 
. * 2 2 So 4 » of Fa. — b — EDINA, " 
F * 5 . * - af K q 3 28 8 e > C =. oa 
: ; 8 # 5 x Ro = 2 age) 4 . 
. : ES : . „ 


Scripture Account of the Ey1cacy of 


BAPTISM; 4 
FAITH IN CHRIST, 


ms OBEDIENCE AND DEATH To 
ED SAVE MEN: 


ATTEMPTED IN A 


D ISCOU kk 


ON 


M A R K *I. 16. 


—— 


IN PROCESS « OF TIME THE BEST. INSTITUTIONS ARE APT 
TO DECLINE, AND BY SENSIBLE DEGREES TO SWERVE 


AND DEPART FROM THE PERFECTION OF THEIR FIRST 


STATE; AND THEREFORE IT 1S A GOOD RULE, o 
PRESERVE THINGS FROM CORRUPTION AND DEGENE- 
RACY, OFTEN TO LOOK BACK TO THE FIRST INSTI- 
TUTION, AND BY THAT TO CORRECT THOSE IMPER+o 
 FECTIONS AND ERRORS WHICH WILL ALMOST Na- 
VOIDABLY CREEP IN WITH. TIME. 
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16, — 1, read in unto for into 
21, --- 3, erale — and repentance 
3, — 23, for doctrines read doctrine 


JT" the preſent age have appeared many 
learned and judicious treatiſes on the Rite 
of Baptiſm, as inſtituted in the New Teſta- 

ment, in which the mode or manner of admi- 


. niſtering it hath been clearly and fully ſtated, 


as practiſed by the firſt promulgators of the 
goſpel. And the arguments and proofs, which 
they have urged on that ſubject, have been 
often ſupported by the concurring conceſſions 
of many very ſenſible Pedobaptiſts, both of 
the laity and clergy ; the latter of whom, not- 
withſtanding, perſiſt in practiſing a mere hu- 
man ceremony inſtead of it. Likewiſe, the 
qualifications in candidates for that inſtitution 
have been clearly ſtated, and proved from 
Scripture. 
I Es k are topics which ho hon fo often 
and judiciouſly handled, that it would be miſ- 


| ſpending time, and allo treſpaſſing upon hs 


patience and candour of the public, to offer 
any thing upon them unneceſlarily, in diſ- 
courſing upon the text. But, however, the 
writers we referred to have occaſionally dropped 
| " BIT a few 


1 


a few obſervations upon the following rabjeR, 
yet it has not, that I know of, ever been par- 
ticularly, ſtated or diſcuſſed, by any one of 
them. And yet it appears, to the Author, of 
real moment or importance that it ſhould be 

clearly underſtood, as related in the Sacred 
Writings, as one of the primitive ends for 
which it is there declared to be inſtituted.--- 


With this view, I have been led to ſtate the 


following obſervations, and which are a Sup- 
plement | to what hath been advanced concern- 
ing that rite. 
IN proſecuting ahh; 'E am fully aware, I 
ſhall encounter the prejudices, opinions, and 
practice of the learned, as well as the generality 
of men, who profeſs the Chriſtian Religion; 
many of whom either deny, or call in queſtion, 
the truth of what is pleaded for, as not being 
the ſcripture account of the deſign of this in- 
ſtiturion. Others will object, by urging, it is 
making a ſaviour of it, in expecting to be 
ſaved by works, and not by faith in Chriſt 
alone, But 1 appeal to the law, and the teſti- 
mony, if what I have advanced is not accord- 
ing thereto, it is, becauſe there is no light or 
truth in it; but if, on the contrary, it 18 
evinced and ſupported by thoſe writings, ſurely 
it will be owned, at leaſt by the candid reader, 
that it demands a ſerious and unbiaſſed regard, 
by every genuine and conſiſtent advocate for 
primitive and unadulterated Chriltianity, as 
cumaned in the N ew Teſtament. 


SHOULD 


Evi 5 
SHOULD any object to what 1s advanced. * 
the following pages concerning baptiſm, 
the words of the apoſtles to Chriſt, Who thn 
can be faved? ſeeing very few who profeſs 
Chriſtianity have ſubmitted to that rite, upon 
faith in Chriſt and repentance. Such perſons 
may juſtly be ſent for an anſwer to what is 
revealed in the New Teſtament concerning 8 
as a ſatisfactory and full reply. If, notwith- . 
ſtanding what he has revealed, men will urge, 
it is narrowing the gate ar:d way to be ſaved, 


or obtain remiſſion of ſins; whereas that of 


believing, or faith in Chriſt alone, will anſwer 
the ſame end, and widen it, I reply, | n the 
words of the apoſtle, addreſſed to unbelieving 

Jews, who ſought after a ſign of their own de 
viſing, as the greateſt, if not the only proof 
jeſus could give them of his being the Meſ- 
ſiah, and the Greeks, who depended upon the 
| wiſdom of the wiſe alone,---Where is the 
ſcribe? Where is the diſputer of this world ? 


Hath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this 


world? In the goſpel, Jeſus is preached unto 
the Jews a ſtumbling- block, and unto the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs; becauſe the fooliſhneſs 
of God is wiſer than men, and the the weak- 
neſs of God is ſtronger than men. What 
if he hath choſen the fooliſh things of the 
world, (i. e. what thoſe men called fookſh- 
neſs,) to confound the wiſe, and weak things 
of the world to confound the things that are 
mighty. If the perſons we refer to, admit the 
force and concluſiveneſs of theſe words, as le- 
velled 
a 2 
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velled avainſt Jews nd Gentiles, who on thoſe 


accounts did not believe in and obey Chriſt, 
to be ſaved, who of God is made unto men 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re- 
demption, that he that glorieth ſhould glory 
in the Lord; they ought alſo, as it reſpects 
the rite of baptiſm, to ſave men, becauſe in 
the New Teſtament He has appointed it, for 
obtaining that end, as well as faith in Chriſt, 
If, therefore, they deny that efficacy to the 
former, they muſt alſo to the latter, they being 


both his own appointments, through Which he 


ſaves men, or grants them remiſſion of ſins. 


IF 2 I have advanced is not countenanced 


and ſupported in the New Teſtament, I alone 

certainly am anſwerable for narrowing the way 
by which men are to be ſaved; and conſe- 

quently, then it will appear I am doing a real 
jury to the law of Chriſt, and entailing upon 


myſelf the odium many. readers will not fail to 


fix upon me, for including the indiſpenſible 
obligation of baptiſm to be ſaved in my creed 
of the doctrine of Chriſt. And, even ſup- 
poſing what I have advanced is really proved 
to be the truth, as it is in Jeſus, I ſhall not in 
this age think it ſingular to be cenſured, 


pleading for it in the manner contained in the 


| followmg diſcourſe. But this treatment, while 
what I have offered is protected under the pa- 
tronage of the truth of the goſpel, will be 
eafily Hupported, as the effect of the orcateſt 
Prejudices can, extend no further in this land, 


Where liberty! 18 to = eſtabliſhed and Fg 
fended. 55 


Ju 


MY 
How far the early and rooted prejudices and 


prepoſleſſions, or evil habits which men labour 
under the influence of, to whom the injunc- 


tions in the goſpel make their plain appeal, if a 


they would unbiaſſedly attend to them, as 
cauſes why they do not obſerve this rite accord- 
ing as he has therein inſtituted it, are or are 
not excuſeable in the ſight of God, is none of 
my buſineſs, or the leaſt of my intention to 
determine upon this as it ought to be, is en- 
tirely left to his unerring judgement, Who will 
do what is right. My ultimate intention and 
deſign is, only to ſtate what appears to me he 


has revealed in his word concerning this rite, 


as it reſpects one of the primary and important 
ends of it, 2. e. to ſave men, or through which 
he grants remiſſion of ſins. It would be utterly 
unbecoming me, or any man, to judge or de- 
cide upon a ſubject for which we have neither 
adequate abilities, nor the leaſt right, To his 
own maſter every man ſtandeth or falleth. 
However, if the perſons we refer to judge them- 
ſelves really authoriſed and alſo juſtified in aſ- 
ſerting, He that does not, as the Scripture 
requires, believe in Chriſt as the Son of God, 
cannot be ſaved ; they certainly ought to for- 
give, or at leaſt think favourably of what 1 
have offered, from the expreſs words of Chriſt, 
that, He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall 
be faved, illuſtrated and confirmed to be his 
genuine meaning by the like declaratlons of 
his inſpired apoſtles; becauſe, if, without de- 
ruin the charge of uncharitableneſs, they 
| urge 


fl 


urge ſuch a belief is indiſpenſibly obligatory 
ther eto, ſurely, from teſtimonies equally clear, 
authoritative and unerring, I may be allowed 
the ſame liberty, concerning the indiſpenſible 
obligation of baptiſm, ſeeing Jeſus hath af- 
firmed what was juſt mentioned. 
IAM aware, it may be objected to the ſub- 
ject treated of in the ſubſequent pages, or one 
of its principal conſequences, that if it is 
founded in truth, I am unchriſtianizing es 


is called the Chriſtian world: ſhould I do this, 


to that part of it who are entitled to no more 
than the mere name of Chriſtians, I truſt, that 
neither they nor genuine Chriſtianity will there- 
by ſuſtain any real injury. Whether the greater 
part of them are or are not of this number, 
is ſubmitted to the unbiaſſed and diſpaſſionate 
conſideration and judgement of thoſe who com- 
pare their principles and lives with the precepts 


ot the goſpel, and the example of Chriſt z they 


perhaps may ſay, in St. Paul's words, put in 
the mouth of a mere natural ſon of Abraham, 
What advantage then hath the Jew? or, What 
profit is there of circumciſion ? To which! 
beg leave to anſwer, if this conſequence fol- 
lows only from a true ſtatement of the conſti- 
tuent laws or injunctions eſtabliſhed in the 
kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, who is anſwerable 
for it themſelves, the author of theſe ſheets, or 


the Chrittian Legiſlator? If they do not obſerve 


them, as he has required, or follow his own 
example in ſubmitting to this rite, as one of 
thoſe laws Or inſtitutes; 3 Are they or the Law- 


giver 


$1 
giver the cauſe of the conſequence taking place 
juſt mentioned ? If they attribute it to him, let 
them appeal to the liv and to the teſtimony, 
and by that rule alone judge impartially upon 
it. If that decides in their favour againſt it, 
they ought to fix the blame not upon him, 
but upon the author they are reading, for FA - 
far miſrepreſenting the laws of his kingdom: 
but if that does not decide in their favour, but 
entirely againſt them, then certainly, in juſtice 
to Him, the author they are reading, and, I 
add, to themſelves, they ought to fix it upon 
thoſe who do not, but may avoid it, by ob- 
ſerving thoſe laws. 
Too prevent any miſconſtruction of what I 
have ſaid, upon being ſaved by baptiſm, as 
though I believe it to comprize the whole de- 
ſign and end of it; J obſerve, that in the Scrip- 
ture there is plainly repreſented two other ends 
connected therewith : Ore 1s, that it is an 
initiating rite into the kingdom of God, or 
the goſpel diſpenſation; and the other 1 18, that 
thereby the ſubject is laid u: nder, as well as he 
lays himſelf under, additional and ſacred obli- 
gations to walk in newneis of life, without 
which he cannot finally be faved, | 
Fox the proof of the former, ee Matthew 
wn 31, 32; Luke! IH, 12, 13, © »mpared with 
chap. vii, 29, 30. The texts Which point out 
me latter are, Matt. XXVIIi, 19; 20; Rom, vi, 
1, &c. 755 li, 11, 12; li, i, Kc. Rom. Vi, 
: = 0,7, 8, 12 Ephel. iv, 2 1 a4, beſides 
many other pailages to the lame purpoſe. 


SHOULD 


RE 
_ SnovLD any, who are members of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, or advocates for its Liturgy, 
| object that too much ſtreſs is laid on baptiſm, 
Zs that through which men are ſaved, or obtain 
remiſſion of fins, I requeſt them unbiaſſedly to 
lead over the ſervice of infant-ſprinkling, in 
the Book of Common Prayer, where they will 
ſee, that the compilers have laid the like ſtreſs 
upon the obſervance even of that unſcriptural 
- ceremony. 1 5 
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ON THE 


WORDS of CHRIST, 


MARK W 16. 


HE THAT BELIEVETH AND 18 Aa SHALL BE 
SAVED; BUT HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT, SHALL 
BE DAMNED, ES 


concerning baptiſm, it is not my intention to 
attend to them either as it reſpects the mode or 
manner of adminiſtering it, as repreſented in the 

New Teſtament, or what is there related are the in- 

diſpenſible qualifications of candidates for that in- 
ſtitution, and therefore, if touched upon, will be 
unavoidable in treating the ſubject; My principal 

view is, to conſider what ground there is in the 
latter clauſe of the verſe to build in part this opinion 
upon, viz. that becauſe Jeſus ſaid, He that believeth 
not (and did not add, is not baptized) {hall be 


[ the following obſervations upon theſe words 


damned; therefore it is inferred, he lays much 


more ſtreſs upon believing, than being baptized, in 
order 
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5 ordet to 2 man's eſcaping TROY TO and conſe- 
quently, in his judgement, believing is eſſential to 
a man's being ſaved, but baptiſm is not. For it is 
5 faid, if he had laid equal ſtreſs upon a man's obſery- 
ing the latter as poſſeſſing the former, he would have 
added that alſo as a cauſe or reaſon why he will be 
damned, as well as his not believing ; on which ac- 


count many urge, that if a man is really poſſeſſed of 


what they call a ſaving, or evangelical faith, it is a , 


matter of no real importance to his being ſaved, 
whether he ſubmits to this inſtitution or not, 


founded partly upon what Teſus {aid in the text. 


I PRESUME that even the perſons we are ſpeaking 


| of cannot fairly object to a candid, impartial, and 
thorough examination of the words under conſidera- 


tion, comparing them with other texts, to ſee Whe- 


' ther ſuch an opinion of the inefficacy of baptiſm, as 


inſtituted in the New Teſtament, to ſave men, is 


really inferrable from them, If it is, I am ſure, 
there is no perſon who will more readily j Join iſſue 
on that ſide of the queſtion, as I would always found 
my opinion upon the manifeſt intention of the Inſtitu- 
tor, in obſerving ritual appointments, as well as not 
lay a greater ſtreſs upon them than he has expreſsly 
declared i in enjoyning them. And when thoſe who 


profeſs a real regard to the laws of Jeſus Chriſt are 


truly diſpoſed to o inveſtigate the ſubject with calmneſs 
and deliberation, laying alide, as much as poſſible, 
the bias of early and long eſtabliſhed Pepe Aon 
they will be better prepared to ſee the real truth in 


vrhat he has ſaid and required, Concerning the rite ot 
baptiſm. {7 


{ wouLD have it t particularly obſerved, that the 


words of the text are a compendium of dodrine and 
precept, included in our Lord's laſt charge or com- 
miſſion to his apoltles, after he was riſen, of what 
they were to preach or teach men, after his aſcen- 
fon. © In Mr xxvili, 19, Ty it the All power 


18 
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is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.— 
In Luke xxiv, 47, it is thus expreſſed : And that 

repentance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be preached 
in his name among all nations.—In theſe words, com- 
pared with the text, it is indiſputably plain and cer- 
tain, that in this charge or commiſſion to his apoſtles, 
to preach the goſpel, baptiſm is included as a real 
part of it. This is as evident and unqueſtionable, 
as that they are required to preach repentance and 
remiſſion of ſins, becauſe they are alike expreſſed in 
the commiſſion, the former, as well as the latter. 


For them to have omitted preaching the former 


would, therefore, have been as great a neglect or 
omiſſion as their not promulgating the latter. The 
former, therefore, is as real a part of their com- 
miſſion from Chriſt to preach as the latter. And as 
a farther proof of this, we ſhall ſee they acted ac- 
cording thereto after Jeſus was aſcended, when they 
| preached the Soſpel to all nations, or to every 
creature. 
Beroxz I advert to the words of the text, I would 
juſt obſerve, by believing, I underſtand our Lord 
to mean, believing him to be the Chriſt, the Son of 
God, and Saviour of the world, who was delivered 
for our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtifica. 
tion. See Rom. x, 9. And by being ſaved, he 
primarily intends obtaining the remiſſion of ſins that | 
aha to be preached in his name or acceptance with i 
God. 

Tarsz definitions of faith, and being ſaved, 1 
would be underſtood me to intend throughout | 
this diſcourſe, _ 

B 2 Wurn 


tak 


Wk I ſay, that by puh men are ſaved, poſ- 
ſibly ſome perſons may be led to draw this unfair 
inference, that hereby I lay no ſtreſs upon, or ſet 
aſide the efficacy of the ſacrifice and death of Chriſt, 
as not a propitiation for the ſins of men; to prevent 
which, 1 moſt ſincerely believe, that God hath ſet 
him forth as a propitiation, through faith in his 


blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion 


e ſins that are paſt, through ' the forbearance of 
God. 
Is, the nods under conſideration Jeſus ſaith, He 
that believeth and 1s baptiſed, ſhall be ſaved. 
= Ip-1t Cannot; conſiſtent with the plain meaning of 


: mh words, be denied, that believing 18 made indi- | 


ſpenſibly obligatory to be ſaved, no more can it that 
he has in ike manner made baptiſm alſo indiſpen- 
_ fibly obligatory to obtain it, becauſe what he has 

predicated of the former, he hes alſo of the latter. 


Ir to ſeparate or unconne&t believing from being 


| ſaved, is a manifeſt and real perverſion of his words, 
becauſe he has inſeparably joined them together, 
making the latter depend on the former, it is equally 
Toto ſeparate being ſaved from baptiſm, becauſe he 
has in a like manner joined them together alſo, 
TEsE obſervations, I preſume, cannot well be 
_ evaded or denicd, till from parallel paſſages it is 
ſhewn, that this is not the meaning of the words, or 
that the apoſtles, the trueſt, moſt correct, and ample 


expoſitors of his deſign in them, did not thus under- 


Rand him, by proving either that in fulfilling this 
commiſſion they did not preach or adminiſter that 
rite, by or through which men were to be ſaved, or 
obtain remiſſion of ſins, or they taught the people 
that the obligation of that inſtitution was not equally 
required with that of believing, to obtain it. Neither. 
of which can be made appear, becauſe the contrary | 
Is evident, as will be ſeen further 8 
However, 


1 
HowWREVER, let us try whether we cannot illuſtrate, 
and confirm what we have oblerved is the na- 
tural and obvious meaning of our Lord's words. 
To which purpoſe, ſuppole any one to affim, He 
that is baptized ſhall be ſaved, though he does not 
poſleſs a an evangelical belief; 1 aſk, Whether any 
one of the perſons we have before mentioned, who 
_ fay, that by believing only a man may be ſaved, will 
aſſent to ſuch an explanation of the words, as fully 
expreſſing our Lord's intention in them, and there- 
fore to be admitted as his genuine meaning? I am 
perſuaded there is not even one of them that would 
acquieſce in or approve of ſuch a ſenſe of them, but 
aſſert it is doing great violence to them and the in- 
tention of the [pcaker. But may we not aſk, On 
what account, or for what reaſon it would be ſub- 


verting his intention in the words! ? The plain and 


deciſive anſwer certainly is, becauſe Jeſus hath 


joined believing alſo as equally requiſite thereto, and 


therefore, to take away, or repreſent it as of little 
or no obligation, muſt be exceedingly derogatory to 
his plain meaning or deſign. Beſides, it would be 
juſtly added, that! it is inconſiſtent with what is plain 
the apoſtles underſtood him to intend in the words, 
for in preaching the goſpel, or in proſecuting his 
commiſſion, they required men to believe, as a re- 
quiſite condition to their being ſaved, as is evidently 
and repeatedly related in their diſcourſes contained 
in the Acts. I preſume it w!ll be allowed, theſe 
_ conſiderations are ſtrictly juit and concluſive, to 
prove, that whoever aſſerts, He that is baptized 
only ſhall be ſaved, does great injuſtice to our Sa- 
viour's intention in the words, who hath made be- 
lieving alſo a requiſite condition, or obligation 
thereto. | 
Bur farther 1 OO TIRE ſuppoſe any one on the 
other fide of the queſtion to maintain this poſition, 
viz, He that believeth mall be ſaved, though he is 


not 
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not baptized. 10 this doing more Juſtice to our 


Lord's intention in the words.” as it reſpects the rite 
of. baptiim, 


only? Or is it not doing equal injuſtice to them! F. 


than what we obſerved of believing 


The latter ſurely muſt be owned by every perſon, 


who would be thought to judge impartially, and for 
this plain and unanſwerable reaſon, viz, becaule he 
equally requires the obſervance of that rite as well 
as believing. Both of them, and not the latter only, 
are made requiſite requirements to be ſaved. Be- 


| lieving therefore, is no more nor leſs required therein 
whereby 


verſa. 
equality, he not having preferred. one to the other 
to be ſaved, 


to be ſaved than being baptized, and vice 
In the words of Jeſus they are put upon an 


Ir it can be made appear, that he 4 preferred 


5 the former to be ſaved, it muſt be ſhewn from what 
| he has eliewhere ſaid upon it, which, I preſume, 
cannot be done, or elſe, that the apoſtles underſtood 
him in that light, and this evidently collected from 
their diſcourſes after he aſcended in fulfilling 
commiſſion. But this is ſo far from being capable of 


this 


proof from thence, that from them it appears they 


alſo likewiſe inſiſted upon and enjoined the obliga- 
tion of the latter, as well as the former, agreeable 
to the words of the commiſſion, and therefore, their 
Prcaching faith, or believing in Chriſt, is a ſtrong 
proof in what ſenſe they underſtood that part of it, 
and of conſequence it ought to be allowed that they, 
as well as Jelus, enjoined on men the obſervance of 
baptiſm, as well as believing. 
_ adhered to the intention of their Lord. T7 his will 
appear further on. 


In this they cloſely 


Ir therefore, it is a 3 of his words to af. 


firm, that believing is not a requiſite requirement in 
the goſpel whereby 


to be ſaved, at lealt, that it is 
perfectly indifferent thereto ; ſo likewiſe, and for 


5 reaſons and proofs equally conclulive, is it alſo a 


peverſion 


E427. 
perverſion of them to affirm, that baptiſm is not in 
| like manner therein as expreſsly and explicitly re- 


quired to obtain that end. Whoever, therefore, ad- 
mits that believing is therein required as indiſpenſi- 


= bly obligatory thereto, ought to admit the ſame con- 


cerning that inſtitution. Conſequently, thoſe who 
in ſentiment and practice renounce that rite as not 
indiſpenſibly obligatory on men to be ſaved, if con- 
| ſiſtent with themlelves, muſt do the ſame of beliey- 
ing. From hence it en that no perſon can 
conſiſtently plead for the obligation of the latter, 
and not admit the force of it, as it reſpects the for- 
mer. What, cherefore, by Jeſus, god in his word 
| hath joined together, let no man put aſunder, eſpe- 
cially thoſe who make very great profeſſion ot being 
governed in their faith and practice by the command 
and example of Jeſus brit. 
Wukx I ſay, that from the words of Jeſus elſe- 
Where, no perſon can conſiſtently inſiſt upon the 
obligation of believing alone, whereby to be ſaved, 
I mean, that in no other paſſage has he fo repre- 
ſented it, in diminution or ſetting aſide the obliga- 
tion of being baptized to obtain it. For however 
he may- have ſpoken of believing, as that by or 
through which men are to be faved, yet it cannot 
be fair to detach ſuch of his expreſſions from thoſe 
under conſideration, as to make them oppoſe or claſh 
againſt them, as he has expreſsly afirmed, He that 
believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, Had he not 
in this, or in any other declaration he made, inſepa- 
rably connected both together, whereby to be ſaved, 
perhaps the proof of the obligation of the latter might 
not have appeared ſo clear, full, and demonſtrable as it 
does now, though the obligation of bapriim 1 in the 
light here pleaded for would have appeared evident 
from other paſſages of the New Teſtament. But the 
connection, in which he himfelf hath placed t them, 
they cannot be ſeparated, or the inefficacy of either 
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OY made appear, or that the än ee to oblurve one 


18 greater than that of the other, to be ſaved, 
Bor I obſerve further, ſuppoſe any one to affirm, 


that neither believing nor baptiſm are required, to be | 
_ faved, and conſequently make wholly void what Jeſus 
hath ſaid in the text of both, Would it not appear to 


thoſe, who plead for the obligation of the former to 


be ſaved, a very unjuſtifiable perverſion of it? Nay, 
Would they not urge, that this with a witneſs ſtrikes 


at the root of the goſpel revelation ? But here ] aſk. 


935 the reaſon, Why it has this direct tendency ? I ſup- 
poſe the anſwer will be, Becauſe in the text, and alſo 
in many other paſſages, Jeſus hath made believing at 
leaſt an indiſpenſible requirement to be ſaved, and 
without which he has affirmed, a man ſhall be damned. 
But can any man produce a more ſubſtantial, deciſive, 
or juſtifiable authority to make void one of them, 
than he who does the like of both. If he can, let him 
offer it. But this is not practicable. However, 
was this aſſumed by any one, as it reſpects the in- 
ſtitution of baptiſm, he could not but grant the 
bother is equally poſſeſſed of the like authority to 
ſuppreſs or ſet aſide both of them. And if the for- 
mer denies, that any man is inveſted with ſuch a 
power, it will unavoidably follow, the latter is not, 
reſpecting that rite, and conſequently, if he believes 
it to be unlawful and unjuſtifiable, whenever aſſumed, 
by parity of reaſon, his muſt be alſo. But if it is a 


perverſion and abuſe of our Lord's words, to make 


void or ſet afide both of them, as not obligatory to 
be ſaved, ſo muſt it likewiſe of one of them, viz. 
5 baptiſm... ls not a diſuſe of that rite merely becauſe 
„ judged incapable of ſaving men, and ſetting up 
a man's own underſtanding and judgement COncern- 
an 


g the expediency or ſaving efficacy of an inſtitution 


of eln Chriſt, at leaſt as equa] to his, or rather 
ſuperior ? Naaman' s Opinion of the waters of Da- 
maſcus to cure Tims was much greater than thoſe of 
Jorden. 


1 | 
Jordan.“ But do thoſe men believe his opinion was 
more juſtly founded than that of the prophet, as 
55 directed of God? Do they concur in his opinion? 
| Moſt certainly not, and why? Becauſe he did not 
_ conſider what was the virtue or efficacy of the latter, 
when made ſalutary by the power of the God of 
I Ifrael to cure him. Was he not convinced of his 
error? Moſt certainly he was; but theſe men are 
not. Can even they doubt, that the ſame God can 
equally make the waſhing of regeneration as his own 
appointment, as effectual to waſh away their ſins, as 
the other to cure the leproſy ? Do they believe Naa- 
man was wiſer than God, in preferring the waters of 
Damaſcus to thoſe of Jordan, becauſe he was per- 
ſuaded they were more ſalutary? And, Are thoſe 
really wiſer than he, who neglect or treat as perfectly 
indifferent that rite which God has inſtituted to 
fave men, becauſe they are perſuaded it cannot have 
that effect, even in oppoſition to what a greater prophet 
than Elijah has Jaid, who affir mea at 1s contained i n 
the text? 
Bur if in ſo plain a caſe as that we are treating, . 
is poſſible to add light and ſtrength to the obvious 


and natural meaning of the words of the text, and 


what hath been obſerved upon them I] will examine 
whether the apoſtles, to whom Chriſt's final com- 
miſſion was given, underſtood them agreeable to 
what has been repreſented, or according to the inter- 
pretation of thoſe who maintain, that believing only 
is required of men to be ſaved, and that baptiſm IS 
not indiſpenſably obligatory thereto. And, I think, 
it will, without diſpute, be allowed by every man, 
who is really impartial, that their diſcourſes, which 
contain the account of their executing that commil- 
ſion, or preaching the goſpel, as recorded by Luke, 
are the trueſt explanation of their Lord's meaning, 
and therefore, in what light they underſtand them. 
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Tv proſecuting which, we are Watte led to take 


5 notice of the firſt diſcourſe they preached to rhe 
Jews, after his aſcenſion, which 1s contained in the 
ſecond chapter of the Acts. There it is related, 
upon Peter's proving to them, that he, whom they 
had crucified, was the Chritt;: the Son of God, 
erinced to be that perſon, by his being railed from 
the dead, and ſhedding down on them the Holy 
Ghoſt; ſome of them, convinced of the great fin 
they thereby had committed, ſay to him, and the 
reſt of the apoſtles, Men and brethren, what ſhall 
we do? That is, what doth God, againſt whom we 
are now conſcious we have ſinned, require of us 
by you that we may be forgiven of Rien To which 
Peter anſwered, Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion 
of fins, Their believing Jeſus is the Son of God is 
_ manifeſtly included in their being convinced of the 
great ſin they had committed, in putting him to 
death. Though Luke hath not recorded Peter's 
aſking them, as Philip did the eunuch, Whether they 
believed? i. e. that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of 
God? Yet, I preſume, it muſt appear moſt proba- 
ble to every one, who attentively reads and com- 
pares together all their diſcourſes. If this is ad- 
mitted, I aſk, Whether Peter's addreſs or direction 
to them does not entirely coincide with the obvious 
and genuine meaning of the commiſſion under con- 
ſideration, when he | lays, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you, for the remiſſion of ſins, or b 


which to be ſaved or torgiven of God | e Sce 1 Peter, 


wy it 1 be e dented. Peter made repen- 


a indiſpenſibly obligatory on them to obtain re- 
miſſion of fins, ſo neither can it, that he enjoined on 
them baptiſm allo, as alike obligatory thereto, be- 


cauſe he has as much annexed the promiſe of it the 


: latter as to the former, Ir would, therefore, be an 


equal 


E 


equal perverſion of his words to affirm, they were 
promiſed remiſſion of fins on repentance alone, as it 


would be to aſſert the fame on their being baptized 


without repenting. Conſequently, the only natural 
meaning of the words is, that repentance and bap- 
tiſm are > enjoined on them as indiſpenſible obligations 
to obtain it. That this is his plain, u unequivocal | 


meaning, is inconteſtibly proved from what is related 


of ſome of the perſons to whom the words were ad- 
dreſſed, who gladly receiving his word (i. e. that re- 


miſſion of fins was to be obtained upon repentance 


and baptiſm) were baptized. Hereby the Lord 


added to the church, that is, to the diſciples of 


Jeſus, daily, ſuch as ſhould be (i. e. were) ſaved. 


For Peter teſtified and exhorted the Jews, ſaying, 
Save yourſelves (i. e. by complying with what I 


preach) from this untoward or ſinful generation. 


From the words of Peter under conſideration, and 
the natural obſervations on them, we may farther 


diſcern the importance of the inſtitution of baptiſm 


in the goſpel diſpenſation to be ſaved, or obtain the 


remiſſion of ſins. 


AnoTHER relation, Eimilar with the 3 8 


it reſpects remiſſion of ſins being obtainable by bap- 


tiſm, is what is related concerning Saul and Ananias, 


Acts ix. Jeſus appeared to the former going from 
Jeruſalem to Damaſcus, who told him, that his per- 
ſecuting ſpirit and conduct manifeſted againſt his 


diſciples he conſidered as done to himſelf. In the con- 
verſation between them, Jeſus directed him to go to 


4 


that city, where it ſhould be told him what he muſt do. 


From this appearance he was convinced, that Jeſus is 


the Meſſiah. That he might inform him of what he 
muſt do, as the command of God, he appeared in 


a viſion to Ananias, giving him inſtructions what to . 


ſpeak to him. After he came to Saul, and they had 


compared what Chriſt had revealed to each of ee 


33 he ſaid to him, The God of our fathers hath choſen 
25 C 2 tthee, 
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thee, that thou ſhovideſt know bis iI And now 


why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh 


_ away thy fins, calling on the name of the Lord; and 
he aroſe, and was baptized. Acts xx, 16; ix, 18. 


From an unbiaſed attention to the whole of the 


relation concerning Saul and Ananias, contained in 
this chapter, and as it is repeated by the former, 
related in other parts of the Acts, one would believe 
that it can hardly admit of a queſtion, much leſs be 
denied, that the laſt-mentioned words include part 
of the commiſſion or meſſage Jeſus ſent him to de- 
liver to Saul, concerning what he muſt do. If it 
was, we clearly diſcern the perfect coincidence of 
them with the commiſſion Chriſt gave the apoſtles, 
and thoſe words of Peter to the Jews juſt noticed, 
which are an additional proof, that by baptiſm men 
are ſaved, or obtain the remiſſion of ſins, If the 
words of Ananias do naturally, and without any 
force put upon them, admit of this explanation, it 
is clear, that his judgement accords perfectly with 
both of them. And it alſo points out the true and 
important end why he urged his being baptized, and 
alſo, Why Saul ſubmitted thereto, i. e. to obtain bs. 
_ miſſion of ſins, which he was made ſenſible he ſtood 
in need of as the chiefeſt of ſinners, as he calls him- | 
ſelf, and on which account he was truly thankful. 
2 1 im. i, 12, &c. But if the obſerving that rite is 
not an indiſpenſible requirement in the goſpel, by 
which men are to be ſaved, it cannot be doubted but 
Ananias knew this, and therefore, that it could not 
be included in the meſſage he received from Jeſus, 
to tell him what he muſt do. Admitting this not 
to be a true ſtate of the caſe, J alk, What ſatisfac- 
tory reaſons can be aſſigned, why he who could not 
but know this ſhould urge vpon him this rite eſpeci- 


ally to waſh away his fins, or to be ſaved. One 


would have thought that had his opinion concerning 


this inſtitution been the ſame with that pleaded for 0 


TFH 1 
in our day, he would have relied upon his believing 


or faith alone, as a genuine one by which to be ſaved, = 
or obtain remillion- of ſins, and have been wholly 


ſilent upon the other, or at leaſt, that he would not 


have preſſed it in the manner and for the end related 
by Saul himſelf. For, I ſuppoſe, it will not admit 
of a doubt, that as far as believing could obtain for 
him che remiſſion of ſins, he already poſſeſſed it as 
produced in him by Jeſus himſelf. But it is clear, 
that Ananias judged as well as acted differently, and 
one would naturally conclude from the whole rela- 
tion, that he, as living in that day, and having re- 
ceived a ſpecial meſſage from Chriſt, ſhould be by 
far the moſt competent Fand unexceptionable judge in 
the caſe. He, therefore, believing his faith alone 
was not of itſelf a ſufficient qualification to obtain it, 
ſaid to him, Brother Saul, why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe, | 
and be baptized, and waſh away thy ſins. 
Ink next caſe I would mention recorded in the 
Acts, which I perſuade myſelf will corroborate the 
_ reaſoning on the foregoing inſtances, is that of Paul, 
Silas, and the jayler, at Philippi, Acts xvi. The 


ſhaking the foundation of the priſon, looſing every : 


_ priſoner's bands, and yet none eſcaping, had 10 great 
an effect upon the jay ler, juſt awaked out of ſleep, 
that as ſoon as he had recollected himſelf, he ran to 
them, and ſaid, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved ? 
It is plain, the enquiry is, What he muſt do to be 
ſaved, (the promiſe of which is contained in the text, 
upon believing and being baptized) and their drec- 
tion certainly ought to correſpond therewith, This 
1s related in theſe words—They ſaid, Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and 
thy houſe. In the next verſe, it is evident, 6 in 
| ſpeaking to him the word of the Lord, by which he 
and his houſe were to be ſaved, they included and 
enjoyned on him the obligation of baptiſm alſo; for 


the 


L 14 ] 


the ſame night he was baptized, aid all his, firaight. 
"way. 


Luvxr's relating. their being baptized, and yet 


| omitting 1g the mention of that rite in what he ſays of 
Paul's preaching to him the word of the Lord, is 


ſimilar with his recording che eunuch's being bap- 


tized of Philip, in which he has not mentioned bap- 


tilm in what he records of his prevching Jeſus to 
him. 


Par and Silas . and enjoining belief 9 


feith in Chriſt, and the obſervance of baptiſm, by 
which they were to be ſaved, are conſtituent parts of 
the word of the Lord which they ſpake to them, 
and is perfectly coincident with the words under 


conſideration, and additionally illuſtrates their ge- 
nut ne import. 


SHOULD any one reply to what hath been oblereed: ? 


that the text relates, they enjoined believing only, | 
by which he and his houſe ſhould be ſaved, but that 
there is not the leaſt mention of their requiring 
them to be baptized to be ſaved, and therefore, that 
they did not either enjoin or adminiſter i it for that 
end. I grant, that Luke is ſilent on that head, but 
if that is admitted as a good proof of it, becauſe it 
is not particularly related, it will equally follow that 
the jayler did not believe in Chrift, for that he did, 
is not mentioned in the context. But ſuch inligni- 
licant criticiſms have no weight with any, but thoſe 
Who are diſpoſed to cavil at and evade the force of 
plain relations of facts. 


Lokk has recorded another caſe, not to be omitted 
in treating the ſubject before us, and that 1s, of Cor- 


nelius, &c. Acts x, whom the angel directed to fend 


for Peter, that he might tell him what he ought to 


do or hear words of him, whereby he and all his 
houſe ſhould be ſaved. Of whoſe character the an- 


gel thus ſpeaks: Thy prayers, and thine alms are 


come up for a memorial before God, Or as his {er- 


Vall 


L 15 1 
vant repreſents it to Peter; He is a jut man, At 
one that feareth God with all his houſe, and of good 5 
report among all the nation of the Jews. . 

Warn Peter came to Cornelius, and they had 
compared together the viſion co each of them, 1 
ſpare or preached to him what is contained in verſes 
34—43. While he continued ſpeaking, the Holy : 
' Ghoſt fell on him, his kinſmen, and others, whom 
he had invited to be preſent at his coming. On its 
falling on them, and their ſpeaking with tongues, 
and propheſying, his companions were aſtoniſhed, 
that on the Gentiles alſo (as well as on the Jews) 
was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. To 
whom Peter ſaid, Can any man (5. e. any of you my 7 
companions) forbid water, thar theſe ſhould be bap- 
tized, which have received the Holy Ghoſt as well 
as we? By which queſtion he did not intend to aſk. 
them, Whether baptiſm was obligatory on Jews who 

believed, with them, this was paſt diſpute; but it 
was ſimply this, Whether it was conf: tent with 
the purpoſe of God in the new covenant, that 
_ uncircumciſed Gentiles ſhould be admitted to that 
inſtitution, and thereby initiated into the kingdom 
of Chriſt, and united therein with Jewiſh believers, 
as of the ſame body of whom Chriſt is the alone 
head? This is the queſtion, Whether this ſtep was 
included or not in the deſign of Chriſt (in the 
commiſſion he gave to the apoſtles to preach the goſ- 

pel to all nations, or to every creature) baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, &c. Till this event, 
Peter, as well as the other apoſtles, and all the 
Jewiſh Chriſtians, believed it was not included there- 
in. But the viſion from God to Cornelius and Peter, 
fully convinced the latter, it was now his Purpoſe 
to receive them alſo therein, 
For before thele things occurred, he ſaid, Cor- 
nelius himſelf knew how that it was an unlawtul 
thing for a man, that is, a Jew, to keep company 


or 


Tt: 


+ or come into one of another nation; and therefore, 


dill that time, the goſpel had been preached to none 


but Jews only. Upon theſe united teſtimonies, there 
fore, Peter had of what was God's intention hereby, 


- he opened his mouth and ſaid, Of a truth, I perceive 


that God is no reſpecter of perſons, but 1n every na- 


tion he that feareth him, and worketh righteouſneſs, 


is accepted with him. He, knowing what we have 
mentioned had been the undiſputed opinion of his 
companions, aſks them, Whether they were not now 

convinced of the purpoſe of God, as he was, that 


they ſhould receive the uncircumciſed Gentiles to be 


his people, as well as the Jews ; if they were, whe- 


ther they could, conſiſtent therewith, object deo their 


being baptized, upon their believing, as well as 
Jews? They not objecting, he commanded them to 


5 be baptized, in the name of the Lord. 


Upo this fair ſtatement of the caſe, as it reſ] pets 


the queſtion, Whether it was allowable to baptize _ 


them, and the aſſent given in the affirmative, I aſk, 


Whether it is not juſtly inferrable from Peter's pro- 
poſing the adminiſtering that rite, and command- 
ing them to be baptized, that it is part of that which 


the angel told Cornelius he ought to do, or of the 
words he was to ſpeak to him, whereby he and all 


his honſe ſhould be ſaved? If it is granted to be 
comprehended therein, it indiſputably proves the _ 
obſerving that inſtitution is included as a part of the 


word, whereby he and all his houſe were to obtain 
By | 45 This inſtance manifeſtly illuſtrates what we have 
obſerved on his diſcourſe to the Jews, chap ii, and 
what Paul preached or laid to the Jayler, concerning 


Ws himſelf and his houſe. 


= SHOULD+ any aſſert, that his propoſing baptiſm, to ; 
Cornelius, and commanding him to be baptized, is 


no part of the word he was Tent to ſpeak tO him, by 


wich he and his houſe were to be ſaved, we may 
_ aſk for the proots of this from the context, If it 1s 
: Kick, 


17 1 
ſaid, this appears; becauſe therein | it is not expreſsly 


faid to be a part of the meſſage he was ſent to deliver 
to him. I anſwer, if that is admitted as a real proof 


of it, it muſt likewiſe, that what he ſpake to him, 
| verſes 34—43, is not, becaule it is not ſaid in the 
5 chapter to be ſo, any more than the other, and then 
it will follow, that there is no account contained in 
the whole relation of What were the words he ſpake 


to him, by which he and all his houſe were to be 


5 faved. 


Ir it is aſſerted, that what he ſoaks to him in thoſe 


verſes is a real part of it, becauſe therein is contained 
the relation of his preaching Chriſt, that he might 
believe in him, as required in the gof pel, to be ſaved, 
and contained in the commiſſion of Chriſt to the 
apoſtles, which they were to promulgate to Jews 


and Gentiles. If this is a proof of it, it will alſo 


equally prove, that his commanding them to be bap- 
tized is as real a part of it, becauſe it is alike com- 


prized and included in the ſame commiſſion to be 


ſaved, as that of believing or faith in Chriſt. Either, 

therefore, his propoſing baptiſm, and commanding 

him to be baptized, ought to be admitted to be a 
fTkcal part of it, or elſe, the other muſt be denied to 
bea real part of it. If the foregoing conſiderations. 


prove, that Peter's propoſing baptiſm is a real part 


of the word he was ſent to ſpeak to him, it will ap- 
pear, that by obſerving it he was to be ſaved, in 
Connection with what in thoſe verſes he taught him 
to believe concerning Jeſus being the Mefliah. 


Bur there is one peculiar circumſtance related 


concerning Cornelius not to be omitted, Which is, 
that notwithſtanding he, as well as Peter, had un- 
queſtionable proof of his prayers, &c, coming up 
tor a memorial before God, previous to Peter's 


coming to him, and his receiving the Holy Ghoſt 


before baptiſm, yet Peter commanded him to be bap- 


tized, But had his ſentiments and conduct concern- 
D ing 


ing that inſtitution been the ſame with that of many 
miniſters, and others, in our day, he would not have 
commanded him to be baptized, to be ſaved, be- 


lieving that his having received the ſpirit of God 


was a juſt ground on which to depend for his ob- 
taining it. But ſurely it muſt be owned, that there 
is not an inſtance now to be found equally unexcep- 
tionable, of any one having received it. But ad- 
mitting there are any to be found equal thereto, yet 
it is undeniable, that the apoſtle's opinion and con- 
duct decides in favour of their being baptized to be 
| ſaved; and yet, notwithſtanding this decided caſe, 
are there not many, who plead, that becauſe (as they 
_ affirm) a man is converted by the ſpirit of Chriſt, he 
need not ſubmit thereto, to obtain remiſſion of i ins, 
or be ſaved. To ſuch an one they urge it is need- 
leſs. But ſo far as Peter's judgement and conduct is 
allowed to be an unanſwerable reply, it decides ab- 


ſolutely againſt ſuch an opinion, and a total neglect 


of that inſtitution; for he is ſo far from urging 
Cornelius's prayers, &c. coming up for a memorial 

before God, and his having received the Holy Ghoſt, | 
as reaſons why he ought not to be baptized, thar he 
cConſiders the latter teſtimony as a reaſon why he 
_ ought to ſubmit thereto, and not as a reaſon againſt 

it, as is very unproperly urged by many in this day, 


; reſpecting thoſe laid to be converted to Chriſt by his ; 
2 ſpirit. 


Ir they allow the 0d ie was Kiel 8 


with the mind of his Lord, herein, they certainly err, 
not ſufficiently attending to the Scripture. The caſe 

of Cornelius then ſhews us plainly, that being re- 
membered before God and receiving the Holy Spirit, 
is not, under the goſpel diſpenſation, any juſt reaſon 


why even ſuch an one need not ſubmit to this rite, 


whereby to be ſaved; but, on the contrary, he is 


under equal obligation LO oblerve it as well as others. 
SHOULD 


1 

SHOULD any urge, that Cormeliue's prayers and 
alms coming up for a memorial before God, is a 
proof, that thereby he was ſaved, or obtained remiflion 

of ſins, and not by the word Peter ipake to him; 1 

anſwer, admitting that to be the proper meaning of 
the angel's words, yet they reſpect him alone, and 

do not include his houſe or the reſt of the company, 
who with him heard the word ſpoken by Peter. That 
Cornelius himſelf did not underſtand the angel's 
words in that ſenſe ſeems at leaſt moſt probable from 
What he ſaid to Peter, but that he expected to be 
ſaved by the word he was to ſpeak to him. For 
after he came to his houſe, he ſaid to him, I ſent 


to thee, and thou haſt well done, that thou art come 
now, therefore are we all here preſent before God to 


hear all things that are commanded thee of God. 
Now the only thing related, which he commanded _ 
him to do, was to be e in the name of the 
Lord. 8 
| e to Which words is what Peter? s con- 
| tending brethren at Jeruſalem ſay to him, Acts xi. 
Then hath God alſo to the Gentiles (as well as to us 
Jews) granted repentance unto life, i. e. through or 
by his miniſtry, or in Peter's words to the apoltles, 
_ elders, and brethren, Men and brethren, ye know, 
how that a good while ago God made choice among 
us, that by my mouth the Gentiles (viz. Cornelius, 
&c.) ſhould hear the word of the goſpel and believe: 
We believe that through the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt we (Jews) ſhall be ſaved, even as they (Gen- 
tiles), If therefore, it cannot but be admitted, that 


the former were ſaved by the grace of Chriſt, mant- 


feſted in the goſpel, ſo muſt it likewiſe of che latter, 
i. e. Cornelius, &c. 
FinaLLy, I obſerve, that i in no part of what Luke 
relates concerning Cornelius, has he given even the 
leaſt hint, that he was ſaved by his prayers and alms. 
coming up for a memorial before God; but, on the 
22 .-_ Contrary, . 
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contrary, plain proofs that it was by the word ſpoken 
to him by Peter, of which baptiſm | is as real a part, 
as his preaching to him Jeſus. _ 


tm 1: 


Bur further; I am not unaware it may be urged, 


that Cornelius, &c. were ſaved previous to their be- 
ing baptized, by or through the Holy Ghoſt falling 
on them, To which I reply, that Pein the whole 
of what is related chap. x, and as repeated chap. xi, 
xv, it appears exceeding evident, that the primary 
and ultimate deſign and end of that interpoſition, in 
connection with the other uncommon manifeſtations 
attending his being viſited of God, were to convince 
and fatisfy the apoſtles, and all the Jewiſh believers, 
that it was now his intention and purpoſe to take the 
_ uncircumciſed Gentiles into the kingdom of 0. 
Meſſiah, as well as the Jews, _ 


Axo it may here be juſtly obſerved, that on nei- 


5 ther occaſion, as already mentioned, does Peter, or 
any of his brethren, give even the leaſt hint, that 
they conſidered it in any other point of light than 


that now mentioned; much leſs have they declared, 
that thereby they were ſaved. 


1 aint here juſtly add like kind of obſcryations | 


with the foregoing, upon; the relation given, Acts 
viii, of Philip preaching Chriſt, or the things con- 


cerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus 


. Chriſt to the Samaritans, and his preaching Chrift 
to the eunuch. Concerning the former it is related, 
hat in conſequence of his preaching thoſe things ta 


them they believed Philip, and were baptized, both L 
men and women. Upon his preaching Jeſus to the 


latter, he ſaid, See, here is water, what doth hinder 


ew — oo wo — 


me to be baptized ? to whom, as a believer 1 in Chriſt, 


he adminiſtered that inſtitution. : 
Tazsz ſeveral caſes thus plainly lt evince, 


that explaining the deſign, and urging the obliga- 
tion of baptiſm, is a conſtituent part of preaching 
Chriſt, or the goſpel grecab'e to Chriſt's com- 


miſſion, 
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© miſſion, and conſequently this rite is therein enjoined 


as well as believing, whereby to be ſaved. Who- 


ever, therefore, preaches Chriſt and repentance, and 


yet repreſents that inſtitution as not indiſpenſi- 
bly obligatory to obtain it, in connection with faith 


in Chriſt and repentance, do not, as the apoſtles and | 


Vhilip did, preach him. 
Tris, I preſume, cannot but bs admitted, till | 
is made appear, either that baptiſm is not a conſti- 


N tuent part of their preaching Chriſt, or in that par- 


ticular they preached what was no eſſential part of 
it; the latter of which, I dappsſes will not in plain | 


terms be aſſerted. 


To corroborate and illuſtrate the foregoing proofs, 


chat by baptiſm men are ſaved, or obtain remiſſion 
of ſins, we will tranſcribe what is recorded of the 
firſt inſtitution of this rite to John Baptift, and the 
end on account of which he adminiftered it, That 
he practiſed it as a right of divine appointment is - 
undeniable from his own words, who ſaith, I knew _ 
him not, (42, e. Jeſus, before he came to be baptized,) | 
but He that ſent me to baptize with water, the ſame 


ſaid unto me, Upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit 


deſcending, and remaining, the ſame is he that bap- 
tizeth with the Holy Gholt. As it 18 indiſputable 
this meſſage came from God, fo is it equally true, 
that it was He who ſent him to baptize with water, 


Trar he adminiſtered it for the remiſſion of ſins, 


or by which to be ſaved, is declared by the evan- 
geliſt: John did baptize in the wilderneſs, and preach 
the baptiſm of repentance for the remiffion of fins. 
To whoſe baptiſm went out all the land of Judea, 
and were baptized of him, confeſſing their ſins. 


BEFORE I cloſe what I have to offer under this part 


af the ſubject, I beg leave to make the following 
e to thoſe who {trenuouſly plead for the 

: indiſpenſible obligation of faith in Chriſt alone, w—_— 
be ſaved, viz, many of them believe, that in ad- 


miniſtering 


Le) 


miniſtering the ſervice of infant forickling, the paſ. 
five ſubject thereby obtains remiſſion of original fin, 
and deliverance from wrath to come, though it is 
utrerly incapable of faith in Chriſt. In theſe in- 
ſtances it is undeniable, thoſe perſons wholly diſpence 
with the obligation of faith to be ſaved, notwith- 
ſtanding they urge, that men cannot be faved unleſs 
they believe in Chriſt. But I add, what is yet more 
extraordinary, and not eaſily to be reconciled there- 
with, eiſown a Having efficacy in baptiſm as inſtituted 
in the New Teſtament, notwithſtanding Chriſt and 
his miniſters have geelated, that thoſe who believe 
and are baptized, ſhall be ſaved. But ſurely, ſuch 
an opinion and conduct is no evident proof, that 
they make the word of God the true and alone rule 
of their faith and practice; for as they believe there 
is ſuch a ſaving efficacy in the former ſervice, cer- 
tainly they ought not to deny there! is at leaſt as great 5 
an one in the latter. . 
Il woorlv further obſerve, that: the 2 we are 
now ſpeaking of would, I perſuade myſelf, juſtly and 
ſtrenuouſly object to being ſaved by believing or 


faith in John Baptiſt, and not in Chriſt, and the 


reaſon is both plain and indiſputable, viz, becauſe 
God hath required it to be exerciſed i in the latter, 
and not in the former, to be ſaved. But if it is owned, 
that the latter is indiſpenſibly obliagatory thereto, = 
becauſe it is required in the goſpel both by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, the reaſon holds equally ſtrong 
and concluſive i in favour of obſerving baptiſm to he 
ſaved. And if it is a juſt and unanſwerable reaſon 
againſt the former, becauſe it is not appointed or re- 
; quired of God therein for that end, it is equally con- 
_ cluſive againſt the practice mentioned above, to ſave 
from original fin and the wrath to come, becauſe ic 
is not enjoined i in the New Teſtament. 
NorwirsrAxDIxG what hath been advanced, from — 
clear and expreſs teſtimonies of Scripture, to mou 
that 


T4) 


that the promiſe of being ſaved, or obtaining remiſ. 


ſion of fins, is therein plainly annexed to being bap- 
tized upon faith and repentance, yet it is not impro- 


bable but many may object to the force and conclu- 

ſiveneſs of them, by urging, that the miniſters of 
Chriſt enjoined and practiſed that rite only as a proof 
or manifeſtation of the love or gratitude to God of 


thoſe who were converted to Chriſt, and not for 


their obtaining the end juſt mentioned, for that thoſe 
perſons ſay they receive upon being converted to 


* him by his ſpirit. 


To which I anſwer, that if only a fingle tnffance : 
is produced in the New Teſtament, in which the mi- 


nniſters of Chriſt plainly repreſent that to be the true 
and proper delign and end of baptiſm, and that they 
ſo practiſed 1 1t, 1 will give up the point, and own 


myſelf in an error, in the foregoing reaſoning upon 
every text urged 1 in favour of what I have pleaded — 


tor, of men's being ſaved by baptiſm; -- = 
Jo the foregoing obſervations, illuſtrating the ob- 


_ vious meaning of Jeſus in the text, as a part of his 
final commiſſion to his apoſtles, I ſhall add, that as 

the efficacy of believing or faith in Chriſt, through. 

Which to be ſaved, is originally and entirely derived 55 


from the will or good pleaſure of God, as ſet forth 
in the goſpel, both by Chriſt and his apoſtles, and 


independent of which it cannot effect that end for 
the believer; ſo in like manner, the real efficacy of 
the inſtitution of baptiſm as inſtituted by him, in 
obſerving it, by which to be ſaved, is equally de- 

 . rived from the ſame original and efficient cauſe, and 


independent of which It cannot ſave any one that 
ſubmits thereto, any more than the other; therefore, 
the former is not in the goſpel of greater efficacy or 


importance to ſave men than the latter. That rite, 


therefore, in this view of both, is as efficacious to 
fave men as believing, and the former as the latter, 
becauſe in che text Jeſus, joining them together, 
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_ faith, He that belivveth; and is baptized, ſhall be 
ſaved. Therefore, to allert, that believing is effica · 
cious to ſave men, but the other is not, is doing a 

real injury, by leflening the obligation and impor- 
| tance of one of the appointments of God in the goſpel, 
which Jeſus certainly diſcountenances in the teur. 

This cannot but be the conſequence, unleſs it is 
proved from indiſputable authority, that in other 
paſſages he or his apoſtles have expreſsly, or by ne- 

ceſſary conſequence from what they have ſaid of each, 

. declared there is that difference between tem. 

I yRESUME it needs no formal proof to make it 
appear, that aſſenting to the confeſſion made by the 
ceunuch, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, cannot, 

5 independent of what he hath declared concerning 

faith in Chriſt, ſave any man, any more than his 
believing John Baptiſt i is ſent of God, or than being 

5 baptized; and, therefore, whatever virtue or efficacy 
there is in believing Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God _ 
to be ſaved, muſt, as we obſerved, ariſe from his 
having ſo appointed it to anſwer that end or purpoſe 
to the believer. And this is equally evident and 
certain as it reſpects baptiſm. | Therefore, believing 

or faith, though truly evangelical, can no more ſave 
men than the other, but as appointed of God. And 

vice verſa, Faith, or believing, as St. Paul faith 

Rom. iv, of God alone is imputed or reckoned to 
the believer for righteouſneſs or Juſtification, like as 

Abraham's was to him. But, I preſume, no one 
will aſſert, or attempt to prove, that his faith ab- 
ſtractedly conſidered entitled him thereto. For, pre- 
vious to that time, he believed in God's promiſe 
concerning his ſeed, as well as then, butit did not ob- 
tain for him, nor was it imputed to him, for righte- 
ouſneſs. His faith being imputed to him for that 
end was of God alone, or by his declaration only. 

In a like manner, being ſaved by baptiſm is having 

remiſſion of lins, imputed or reckoned to him, who 

repenting 
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repenting and en is baptized. If theſe con- 
ſiderations are juſtly deduced from the words of the 
commiſſion, and thoſe other fimilar paſſages which 
have been produced and urged in illuſtration thereof, 
itt cvidently follows, that in the goſpel of the king. 5 
dom of Chriſt; believing or faith 1s not in and of N 
itſelf any more the primary or efficient cauſe or 
ground of men's being ſaved, tban being baptized, 
a and confequently ought not to have a preference to 
that rite, becauſe an impartial regard to each law or 
inſtitute of the goſpel ſhould be manifeſted by every _ 
genuine Chriſtian, Whoever, therefore, depends 
wWholly on'believing or faith to be ſaved, and not on 
= baptiſm alſo for obtaining that end, grounded on 
ſome particular texts, exhibits a very difa dvantage- 
ous repreſentation of the latter, and which certainly 
is not countenanced by Chriſt and his apoſtles, a2 
We have ſeen, Therefore, in preaching the goſpe! 
to reach men that they are to be ſaved by believing 
alone, is by no means continuing to fulfil his com- 
1 miſſion to his apoſtles as his miniſters, bur is a great 
deviation from, nay, oppoſition thereto, as great 
- as to preach, that by baptiſm only men are to be 
ſaved. And was any one, who ſuſtains the cha- 
racter of a miniſter of the goſpel, to maintain the 
Iatter, as the real truth of God's word, I doubt 
not but thoſe who plead what was juſt mentioned : 
Vould not fail to repreſent him as a perverter . 
inſtead of preaching it, by neglecting to inculcate 
the obligation of believing, ar leaſt in connection 
9 wich that rite. - 
Bur 1 ao to thoſe v very y perſons, THE” th: 
judge, whether they themſelves are not chargeable 
with this very kind of conduct, in urging, that by 


faich alone men are ſaved ? 


IF it is allowed, that the apoſtles had no oſt as 
morie to to omit preaching repentance and remiffion 
| | of 
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of ſins, 10 neither had they to omit that of baptiſm, 5 
and texts only the former, thr rough which men are 
to be ſaved. Admitting this, I aſk, Are any per- 
ſons in our day poſſeſſed of a diſpenſing authority 

with reſpect to cither? or, Are they juſtified in aſ- 

ſuming it, in preaching the goſpel of the kingdom? 
And yet perſons of whom we are ſpeak ing, Wppoſe 
they do not aſſume ſuch an authority, but preach 
the pure, unſophi iſticated and unadulterated pre. 
cepts and doctrines of Chriſtianity ; while thoſe, Who 
inſiſt that Jeſus hath required the obſervance of 
| baptiſm upon believing to be ſaved, are ſpoken of 
as making a ſaviour of that inſtitution, and thereby 
rob Immanuel of his glory, as the alone Saviour 
of men 


Ir is not eaſy to alfien any fobftancial 1 why : 


men, who profets a peculiar zeal for primirive Chri- 
ſtianity, ſhould plead for and maintain the indiſpen- 
ſible obligation of belicving, or faith, to be ved. 5 
at the ſame time exprels the -utmolt indifference. con- 
cerning the obligation of baptiſm to obtain that end, 
A notwithſtanding. it is required by Chriſt and his : 
apoſtles, to be ſaved, as well as faith; and further, 
that all the virtue or efficacy of the former, to ſave 
the believer, does equally ariſe from, and depend 
upon the will or good pleaſure of God as the latter, 
who hath appointed both. If it is faid, baptiſm i is a 


mere ritual ſervice, that has not in itſelf any intrinſic 


worth or efficacy to fave men, or not of the fame * 
importance to ſubſerve the great ends of genuine 5 
Chriſtianity, as believing or faith. I anſwer, I have. _* 
granted, that the former, if unconnected with the 
Will and appointment of God, hath no real efficacy Mp 
to fave men, but that is equally true allo of the 
„ latter. And therefore, if little or no ſtrels ought to 
be laid upon baptiim, or wholly diſuſed, as not ef- 
ficacious Lo ave men, 10 5 belicving or faith 


alſo, 


Ter 


allo, as equally inefficacious to auer that end As 
we have obſerved, it is the authority which enjoins 
each and both, that renders them efficacious. And 
it is this alone, that makes all ritual or poſitive re- 
gquirements effectual to obtain the end connected 
with the obſerving them, as is the caſe of the infti- 
\ tution of ſacrifices for fin. The offering, inde- _ 
pendent of the will and appointment of God, cannot 
take away ſin, which under the law in ſome caſes was 
by the offerer obtained, no more than the water 
of Jordan could have cured Naaman's leproſy, | 
_ unleſs it had been made effectual by the power of 
God. On what account, therefore, men are in- 
duced to ſeparate what God hath joined together, 
whereby to give remiſſion of ſins, and depend 
upon one appointment only to obtain it, and wk : 
they are led to prefer believing to that rite, no 
real or good reaſon can be offered from the New 
3 eſtament. 5 
As to the e fublerving. the true 1 of ge- -” 
nuine Chriſtianity more than the latter, I believe 1 " Ts 
not ſo juſtly founded as to a ſuperficial and partial 
eye may ſeem to appear, would they duly weigh all 
the appendages or concomitant particulars annexed _ 
to that rite, which are expreſſed in the New Teſta- 
ment. If, indeed, the deciſion in favour of believ- _ 
ing is oppoſed to a rite, and the ſubject of it, ſub- _ 
ſtiruted ' in the ſtead of that which God bath ap- 
pointed, it certainly cannot but be admitted; but 
on the former being practiſed, it will not appear to 
be juſtly founded. But admitting believing or faith _ 
docs affect that end more than baptiſm, is it right, ns 
as Paul ſaith of the gitrs of the ſpirit, that the head 
ſhould ſay to the hand, I have no need of thee? 
Moſt certainly not: for God hath ſet each injunction 
or inſtitute in the goſpel diſpenſation, as it hath 
| e him. Ney, much more thoie things which 
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may ſeem feeble are neceſſary, and ſometimes, thar 
which men think leſs honourable, upon that God 
beſtows more abundant honour, It is he that hath 
tempered them together, having given all due 


honour to that 1 which by men may ſcem to 
| want it. | | 


arme ſhewed tar the hene of believing jo 


faith to ſave men, originates wholly from the will or 
good pleaſure of God alone, like as what the Scrip- . 
tures declare concerning baptiſm alſo for obtaining 
that end, we will now attempt to ſhew, that the ef- 
ficacy there is in the obedience and death of Chriſt 
to ſave men, does equally originate from, and depend 
upon the fame primary and efficient cauſe as both 
the other. This appears to me unexceptionably 
| po. and indiſputable from the following paſſages: 


he apoſtle to the Hebrews, chap. x, Comparing 


the lin offerings. under the law with oe of Chriſt's, * 
and ſhewing the complete efficacy of the latter 0 | 
ſave the finner, obſerves, Wherefore, when he (Chriſt) 

85 cometh 1 into the world, he ſaith, ſacrifice and offer- 
mg thou wouldeſt nor, but a body haſt i H prepared 


me. In burnt- offerings and facrifices jor fin (under 


the law) thou haſt had no pleaſure, Then faid ; 
Jo, I come (in the volume of the book. is it writ- 
ten of me) to do thy will, © God. He God) taketh 
away the firſt (ſacrifices for fin) that he may eſtabliſh = 
the ſecond (viz. that of Chriſt's). By the which © 
will (of God) we are ſanckiſied, through the offering 
of the body of Jeſus Chriſt, once for al all Compare _ 
5 Jonn Viz 38; Vin, 42; — 
IESE words do moſt l and decifively 
Am that the firſt, true and alone cauſe of men's 
being ſanctified, is the will of God; and likewiſe, 
that the means or medium, namely, the offering the 
body of Jeſus Chriſt, is alto of his appointing, Con- | 
ſequently, that his offering himſelt is not the firſt, 


i 


dot 


4 but only the Sandy cauſe EY men's being ſancti 


filed; and therefore, its whole efficacy to ſanctify 
men entirely proceeds from, and on upon the 5 
will of God alone. 
Lex us attend to the apoſtles words i in the follow- 
ing paſſages, wherein the ſame truth is plainly ex- 
preſſed and affirmed. Being juſtified freely by his 


(God's) grace, thro' the redemption that is in Jeſus 5 


Chriſt; whom God nath ſer forth to be a propitiation | 
; (4.0. mercy-ſeat) through faith in his blood to de- 


_ clare his (God's) righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of 
fins that are paſt, through the forbearance of God. 
1 declare, I fay, at this time, his righteouſneſs, 


that he might be jult, and the juſtifier of him which : 


believeth in Jeſus. Rom. iii. To the Corinthians | 


x he affirms, But of him (God) are we in Chriſt Jeſus, | 
| _ who of God 1 18 made unto us —ſanctification and re- 


demption. 1 Epiſt. i, 30. In his 2d Epiſt. chap. 


1 v, he tells e All things (i. e. the primary and 


efficient cauſe. of the new creation} are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus bn 


SGodvwas in Chriſt reconciling the vo unto him 


ſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. He 
hath made him to be fin, for us, who knew Fog 


© fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs. of 
God in him. To the Epheſians, chap. 1, he ob- 


2 ſerves, That in the ages to come he might ſhew _ 
the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindneſs 


towards us through Chriſt. For by grace (i. e. 
God's) are ye ſaved through faith, and that not of 


| E (are ye ſaved); it is the gift of God. 


1, 5, 6,73 2 Tim. i, 9. Many more paſſages might 
= be produced, but theſe are ſo clear and full to the . 


= purpoſe, that it ſeems unneceſſary. 


From theſe plain and undiſguiſed expreſſions, it 
appears undeniable, that the entire efficacy in the 
| obedience and death of Chriſt, to ſave men, or by 


Which 


: 1 


which they obtain remiſſion of fins, i is wholly derived 
from and depends upon the fame will or good plea- 
ſure of God, as appointed of him to anſwer that end 
in the new covenant diſpenſation, and not that the 
_ obedience and death of Chriſt is the firſt or efficient 
cauſe of it. This is only a ſecondary one, in the 
hand of God, whoſe will he came to do. Indeed, 
this could not be, becauſe that was ſubſequent to 
this appointment of his, in the plan of men's ſalva- 
tion, by or thro” the death or facrifice of Chriſt, r 
his eternal purpoſe, which he purpoſed in him before — 
the world began. The obedience and death of Chriſt, 
conſidered ſeparate from the will of God, does not 
| fave men. Its effecting this end, as we have ob- 
ſerved, is wholly | in conſequence of its being by the 
will ot God appointed. But is not baptiſm all his 
appointment, and inſtituted to ſave men? This _ 
not, conſiſtent with truth, be denied, becaule it is 
. affirmed | in the words of Chriſt and his apoſtles, = 
well as the other. Whoever, therefore, believes the 
former, becauſe declared in the expreſs words f 
' Scripture, cannot but acknowledge the ſame of the 
latter, as likewiſe expreſſed therein. And whoever 
Plcads for the obligation of believing the former 
whereby to be ſaved, becauſe expreſsly required in 
the New Teſtament, ought, if conſiſtent with him 
ſelf, to do the ſame concerning vaprtiſm alſo, to be 
ſaved, becauſe it is therein as plainly required 10 
obtain that end. And therefore, whoever pleads, _ 
that that inſtitution does not ſave men, ſhould admit 
the ſame of the other, as being alike inefficacious to 
effect it, independ, ent of the will of God, but as his 
appointments they are alike efficacious to accomp- 
 Hih it, 1 ſay, alike efficacious; for it is certain, 
the New Teſtament writers have not made any ex- 
preſs diſtinction between them, i. e. of one being 
more or leſs efficacious than the other, to ſave ; 


men. | 


* 31 ] 


5 ien All human diſtinctions. therefore, « can be i no 
' more than human, and as ſuch, uncertain whether 
they are true or not, and of "Homes, nor to be 
depended upon. V5 1 5 
Io prevent miſunderſtanding or perverting 9 
I now ſay, I would obſerve, that the obedience and 
death of Chriſt, as comprehending a moſt amiable _ 
and glorious character, is not here in the leaſt deſigned 
to be put upon a level with the performing the ſer- 
vice of baptiſm. In this view there is no compari- : 
ſon, but as inſtitutes or appointments of God in the 
1 golpel to ſave men; the efficacy or each and both 
are alike derived from. and depend upon the will 
or good pleaſure of God. IT bey are both, as has 
been obſerved, mediums, by or through which He 
has promiſed to ſave men, or grant them remiſſion 
of ſins. Upon this part of our ſubject © we may, with 
_ equal juſtice, remark, as we did on another part of 
it, that what God hath Joined together in his word, 7 
ter no man put aſunder.. 1 
Havidd ſhewed that the obſervance of baptiſm i is 
alike obligatory with believing or faith, whereby to 
be ſaved, which! 18 the plain and 8 meaning of 
our Lord in the text, it may be expected 1 ſhould 


adverxt to that part of it, in which he ſaith, He that 


belicveth not, ſhall be damned. The texts, which 
in other words this is expreſſed, are the following: * 
I faid, (faith Jeſus) therefore, unto you, ye ſhall die 
in your ſins; for if ye believe not that I am he, „ 
mall die in your fins. He that believeth on him, „ 
not condemned; but he that believech not, is con- 
demned already, becauſe he hath not believed on the 
name of the only begotten Son of God. The general 
and real cauſe of this unbelief and condemnation is 
; _ deſcribed in theſe words: And this is the condem- 
nation; that light | is come into the world, and men 
loved darknels ratneriizan light, becaul ic their deeds. 


Very 
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were evil. F or every one that goth evil, hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, leaſt his deeds 
ſhould be reproved. John iii. Paul, ſpeaking of 
the world, faith, That they all might be damned, 
who believe not the truth, but had pleaſure in un- 
righteouſneſs. On which account, they fall under 
condemnation, or damnation. 
FROM theſe texts it is exceeding evident, that the 
damnation of the unbeliever is in conſequence of his 
continuing under the influence of his wicked princi- 
pPles and conduct, which of itſelf renders him an ob- 
Jeck of the juſt diſpleaſure of God. This, therefore, 
is the true and real cauſe of his condemnation. His 
not being baptized does not, therefore, conſtitute 
the true and proper cauſe of it, but that wickedneſs 
which refrains him from believing in Jeſus, as the 
Scripture directs and commands. . rom whence it 
appears, that there was no occaſion for our Lord 0 
add, his not being baptized. „ 8 
P iRs r, from treating the foregoing ſubject, 1 
ariſes this obvious inference, namely, a plain and 
forcible proof, that the Inſtitutor of baptiſm did not 
intend or deſign it to be peculiar or confined to the 
apoſtolic age only, over and above the conſideration 
of its being in the New Teſtament not expreſsly 
limited to that age, or repealed. For from thence 
it plainly appearing, that his deſign in it was, that 
finners ſhould be ſaved, or obtain rem! Mon of 
| fins thereby, it cannot but be acknowledged they 
now ſtand in equal need of it, a8 thoſe at that 
day; and therefore, it ought to be practiſed in obe- 
_ dience to his will, whereby to confer ſo great a 
bleſling, promiſed to the unfeigned believing and 
obedient penitent. 5 pe, 
WVUAOE VER, therefore, maintains, his far 1 8 
Chbriſt to be ſaved, is not in its obligation * 
fincd to that day, but is no. equally required of 
N ſinners, 
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-Gagers to obtain that end, heath enjoined bak. 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles, in their preaching the 
goſpel for like reaſons, thoſe perſons cannot but 
admit the ſame concerning baptiſm, as what ought 
alſo to be practiſed at this day, whereby they may 
F be f aved. 5 
|  SxcondLy, I obſerve, it plainly appears that thoſe 


= © ininillers, who are perſuaded they ought to preach 
or inculcate the obligation of believing or faith to be 
ſaved, becauſe in the neglect of it they do not con- 
tinue to fulfil the deſign of Chriſt in his commiſſion 


to his apoſtles, nor therein follow their example, 
who invariably adhered thereto, ought to think them- 


- , ſelves under the fame obligation to preach and ad- 
miniſter baptiſm alſo, for obtaining that end, be- 


cauuſe it is not only alike contained in that com- FX 


miſſion as well as the other, but alſo, was by them 


preached and practiſed for that end. If, therefore, 
they believe they are not juſtified in omitting the 
former, becauſe thereby they moſt evidently neglect 


promulgating an eſſential part of that commiſſion, = 


and allo are guilty of a great departure from the 


© dottrines of the apoſtles concerning it, the reaſons 
why they ought to preach the latter alſo are equally 


ſtrong and concluſive, becauſe being ſaved is a pro- 
mie as much annexed to that rite, as believing or: -- 
faith; conſequently, if they judge themſelves under 


5 ; indiſpenſible obligations to preach the latter, that 
they may pay a juſt regard to that commiſſion, and 
imitate the example ot the apoſtles, that they like- 


wiſe may be inftrumental in ſaving men according to 


- D SIE TEL ee . — — 8 yarn S 15 * — =_ as 3 * 3 | 
PO ry a5 -+>4 ES Bop: I aus Wh * OS _n a> * a »-: pps * e + 1 


© God's word; for like reaſons they certainly are under 

©» equal obligations to preach baptiſm. And, as we. 
have obſerved, was any miniſter to inſiſt upon the 

obligation of the latter to be ſaved, in the total neg- 


lect of the other, it would not be admitted to be 
. either complying with that commiſſion, or an imita- 
1 | „ N tion 


3 


(ml 


tion 'of the miniſtry of the apoſtles, in their fol. 
= filling 5 
N HIRDLY, another obvious and natural Inference, 
- ariſing from the preceding ſcriptural repreſentation 
of the inſtitution of baptiſm, is this, that as the pro- 
miſe of being ſaved through obſerving it, originates 
from and is dependent on The will of God alone, and 
= :ndependent or ſeparate from which obſerving even 
that rite, cannot ſave men, it follows, that no hu- 
man authority can juſtifiably annex that promiſe to 
a rite derived wholly from men, or whenever it is 
haue applied, it cannot t chat effect to thoſe on whom 5 
it is adminiſtered. PLE, g 

 _ SupposE any man, or community, a: profeſs 
: | Chriſtianity, were to inſtitute a rite, withour* the 
leaſt reference to, much leſs as a ſubſtitution in the 
ſtead of baptiſm, as inſtituted in the New T eſtament, 8 
and connect it wich the goſpel diſpenſation, as is done 
of infant. ſprinkling, and annex thereto the promiſe 
of being ſaved, or obtaining the remiſſion of ſins, I 
aſk, Whether ſuch an appointment would not meet 
5 with the diſapprobation and cenſure of thole wo 
_ practiſe infant- ſprinkling? I am perſuaded it would. 
But, Wherein conſiſts the difference between them ? {| 
8 there 18 any, it is in this; that the former does 1 
not oppoſe or ſuppreſs the practice of Chriitian | 
baptiſm ; whereas the other does entirely by thoſe ©! 
perſons. But ſurely, this does not make the ap- 
pointment and practice of the latter leis excute- | 
able, but, on the 1 more eee than | 
RR. 5 OOO 5 5 
| Svuppost a Jew, or any ſelect community among 2 
them, had appointed and obſerved a rite as ellentially = 

_ differing from that of the ſin-offering, as infant- 
ſprinkling is from baptiſm, upon repentance and 
faith in Chriſt, and annexed to it the ſame promiſe 
God has made to the obſerving his own inſtitution; 
—— * == 
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can any impartial 1 man really perſuade himſelf his 


would have acted juſtifiably ? or, That God's promiſe T 
to the true offerer would have been fulfilled to thoſe 
who obſerved it, when at the ſame time they thereby 
totally neglected that ſacrifice he has appointed, nay 
more, ſubſtiruted one of their own inſtead thereof? 
Should an advocate for infant- ſprinkling juſtify ſuch 
a procedure in Jews, and plead, that in ſuch a ſub- 
ſtitution the oblerver of it is entitled to the promiſe _ 
of pardon, as in obſerving that ſacrifice which God 
has inſtituted cannot bur admit the ſame in a ſub- 
ſtitution of all the other poſitive appointments of 
the law likewiſe, which would unavoidably counte- 
nance and juſtiſy a total change 1 in the whole ricual Eo 
0 diſpenſation of Moes . 5 
_ FraarLy, if the roving „ are e 5 
on the truth of the golpel, J appeal to the impatial 
and unbiaſſed reader to judge, whether it is not evi- 
dent, that thoſe Pedobaptiſts who do not believe in 
original ſin, and of ſuch there are very many, cannot, 
with any plea of conſiſtency with their own ſenti- 
ments, plead for and practiſe infant ſprinkling, 
Wjhereby to be ſaved, or obtain remiſſion of Hans, 
either original or Practical, becauſe they are con- 
vinced ſuch ſubjects are not by imputation charge- 
able with the former, or guilty of the latter. And 
yet the miniſters and members of the eſtabliſhed 
church, who are of that opinion, are obliged, though 
in oppoſition to their ſettled opinion, co join in 
that ſervice, praying to God, faying :— Mercifully 7 
Joo upon this child, and waſh him thoroughly with the 
1 Holy Ghoſt, that he being delivered from wrath to come, 
may be received into the ark of Chriſs church, And 
after to add in a ſolemn appeal to God, faying, We 
call upon thee for this infant, that he coming to thy boly 
baptiſm may receive 2 on 27 4 ns 5 1 rege- 
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» the perſons we are ſpeaking of profile that ſer- 
vice, whereby to admit the paſſive ſubject into the 
kingdom or church of Chriſt, as is expreſſed and af- 
8 Brmed in that ſervice in the Book of Common Paryer, 
thoſe concerned certainly ought ſeriouſly to conſider, 
whether by that ceremony it enters into it, or not. 
: For if it 1s not the inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, it 
moſt certainly is not initiated therein, becauſe it is 
by that rite only the proper ſubject of it enters into 
it. For if by obterving an human ceremony, it 
enters into it, then any ther ritual of human in- 
vention, however different from infant-ſprinkling, 
will equally affect that purpoſe; and then it will 
follow, that every other different ritual, which may 
be appointed and practiſed by every ſeparate ſociety, 
will admit thoſe who : are re ſubject thereto into Chriſt's 
kingdom or church. + A159 —_ 
Warrhkn theſe are not ſome of the ab ab- 5 
ford conſequences that follow, from men's not ob- 
ſerving the inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt only, is ſub- 
5 mitted to their unbiaſſed and deliberate conlideration. 
It the foregoing obſervations are juſtly founded, 
will it not evidently appear, that what is called in- 
ſtantaneous converſion, or being ſaved by faith in 
Chriſt alone, infuſed into the ſoul by a divine ope- 
ration, has no real countenance trom examples in the 
New Teſtament. Thus the ſingular caſe of Saul's 
inſtantaneous. converſion to the faith of Chriſt, by 
| himſelf, which Ananias was thoroughly acquainted B 
with, was not judged by him ſufficient of itſelf, bur 
that he ought to ſubmit to the rite of baptiſm, to 1 
wWaſh away "his ſins, or be ſaved. 5 5 
Axp may we not aſk, Whether, i in this day, there 
are any inſtances of perſons inſtantaneouſly converted, 
who have a clearer title to be ſaved by their faitk 
alone, without obſerving that inſtitution, than he 
had ? If they have not, Are they not taught * his 


example to Go and do likewiſe! "as 
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